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—so it’s only natural that  
	 water quality matters to us all.

Water is essential  
for us all
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Water delivered by the  
Las Vegas Valley Water 
District meets or  
surpasses all State  
of Nevada and federal 
drinking-water standards…
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Treatment,  
testing, taste

	Where and how we 
treat your water
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	Testing
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	Taste
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Your water sources, 
 your water safety

	Where does my water 
come from?

Clean water begins at the source:�
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	I f tap water meets 
health-based  
standards, why do  
I still hear so much 
about water quality  
in the media?
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	How do I know if my tap 
water is safe to drink?
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	Are there any health 
precautions for the 
public?
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 .05% Muddy River

 1.45% Virgin River

 1.5% Las Vegas Wash

 97.0% Colorado River

Lake Mead’s water sources include:
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	What about contaminants 
that aren’t yet regulated?
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Water at a glance:  
Understanding test results
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These results represent levels in the treated water supply, based on 
2009 data, except where noted.

LVVWD DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEM (1)

LVVWD  
GROUNDWATER 

(WELLS) (1)

ALFRED MERRITT SMITH  
WATER TREATMENT  

FACILITY (1)

RIVER MOUNTAINS  
WATER TREATMENT  

FACILITY (1)

REGULATED CONTAMINANTS UNIT MCL 
(EPA Limit)

MCLG 
(EPA Goal) MIN MAX AVG MIN MAX MIN MAX AVG MIN MAX AVG POSSIBLE SOURCES  

OF CONTAMINATION FOOTNOTES

Alpha Particles pCi/L 15 0

Entry Point Monitoring Only

N/D 6.9 N/D N/D N/D 9.6 9.6 9.6
Erosion of natural deposits of certain minerals that 
are radioactive and may emit a form of radiation 
known as alpha radiation

Arsenic ppb 10 0 N/D 4.3 1.3 1.8 1.5 1.8 2.2 1.9 Erosion of natural deposits

Barium ppm 2 2 0.03 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 Erosion of natural deposits; discharge from metal 
refineries; discharge of drilling wastes

Beta Particles and 
Photon Emitters pCi/L 50 (3) 0 N/D 9.9 N/D N/D N/D 4.9 4.9 4.9

Decay of natural and man-made deposits of certain 
minerals that are radioactive and may emit a form of 
radiation known as photons and beta radiation

Bromate ppb 10 0 N/A (groundwater is 
not treated with ozone) 2.9 8.2 8.2 (4) 2.1 7.3 3.8 (4) By-product of drinking-water disinfection

Copper (5) ppm 1.3 (6)

(Action Level) 1.3 0.1 (7) 1.0 (7) 0.6 (7)

(90th% value) Distribution System Monitoring Only Corrosion of household plumbing systems; erosion of 
natural deposits

Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate ppb 6 0 Entry Point Monitoring Only N/D 1.5 N/D N/D N/D N/D N/D N/D Discharge from rubber and chemical factories

Fluoride ppm 4.0 4.0 0.5 0.8 0.8 0.1 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.9 0.8 Erosion of natural deposits; water additive (8)

Free Chlorine Residual ppm 4.0 (9)

(MRDL)
4.0 (9)

(MRDLG) N/D 1.8 1.0 (4)

Distribution System Monitoring Only

Water additive used to control microbes

Haloacetic Acids 

By-product of drinking-water disinfection    Stage 1 DBP Rule (10) ppb 60 N/A (11) N/D 50 22 (4)

    Stage 2 DBP Rule (IDSE) (10) ppb N/A N/A 14 (2) 41 (2) 27 (2)

Lead (5) ppb 15 (6)

(Action Level) 0 N/D (7) 8.4 (7) 3.8 (7)

(90th% value)
Corrosion of household plumbing systems; erosion of 
natural deposits

Nitrate (as Nitrogen) ppm 10 10

Entry Point Monitoring Only

0.3 3.4 0.5 1 0.7 0.5 1 0.7 Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, 
sewage; erosion of natural deposits

Radium 226 and   
Radium 228 (combined) pCi/L 5 0 N/D 3.6 N/D N/D N/D N/D N/D N/D Erosion of natural deposits

Selenium ppb 50 50 N/D 2.6 2.0 2.4 2.1 1.8 2.2 2.0 Erosion of natural deposits; discharge from mines; 
component of petroleum

Total Coliforms 
percent 
positive  

per month
5% 0 0% 1.3% 0.3%

Distribution System Monitoring Only

Naturally present in the environment

Total Trihalomethanes 

By-product of drinking-water disinfection    Stage 1 DBP Rule (10) ppb 80 N/A (11) 7 89 (12) 53 (4)

    Stage 2 DBP Rule (IDSE) (10) ppb N/A N/A 36 (2) 87 (2) 62 (2)

Turbidity NTU
95% of 

the samples  
<0.3 NTU (13)

N/A Treatment Facility Monitoring Only Treatment Facility  
Monitoring Only

100% of samples were below  
0.3 NTU. Maximum NTU was  

0.12 on May 30, 2009.

100% of samples were below  
0.3 NTU. Maximum NTU was  

0.05 on July 25, 2009.
Soil runoff

Uranium ppb 30 0 Entry Point Monitoring Only 1.7 4.8 4.7 4.7 4.7 4.6 4.6 4.6 Erosion of natural deposits

Water Quality Test Results
See following page for definitions of key terms used in this table.

MIN–minimum • MAX–maximum • AVG–average

(1)	 Some Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) regulations  
require monitoring from the distribution system, while 
other SDWA regulations require monitoring at the 
entry points to the distribution system (LVVWD wells, 
AMSWTF, RMWTF). Well data is from the current three-
year monitoring period, 2008-2010, as required by the 
State of Nevada.

(2)	 Annual monitoring not required. Data from 2008.

(3)	 The actual MCL for beta particles is 4 mrem/year. The 
U.S. EPA considers 50 pCi/L to be the level of concern  
for beta particles.

(4)	 This value is the highest running annual average reported 
in 2009. Reports are filed quarterly.

(5)	 Samples are from LVVWD customers’ taps.

(6)	 Lead and copper are regulated by a Treatment Technique 
(TT) that requires systems to control the corrosiveness  
of their water. If more than 10% of tap-water samples 
exceed the Action Level, water systems must take  
additional steps. For copper the Action Level is 1.3 ppm, 
and for lead it is 15 ppb.

(7)	 Annual monitoring not required. Data from 2007.

(8)	 By state law, the Southern Nevada Water System (SNWS) 
is required to fluoridate the municipal water supply (not 
applicable to groundwater).

(9)	 Chlorine is regulated by MRDL, with the goal stated  
as a MRDLG.

(10)	 The Stage 1 Disinfectants and Disinfection By-products 
(DBP) Rule regulates current data collection and monitoring 
for Haloacetic Acids and Total Trihalomethanes in the 
distribution system. The Stage 2 DBP Rule was finalized 
on Jan. 4, 2006, and collects Initial Distribution System 
Evaluation (IDSE) data designed to assist in selection of 
new, future sample locations for DBP testing.

(11)	 No collective MCLG but there are MCLGs for some  
of the individual contaminants. Haloacetic Acids: 
dichloroacetic acid (0), trichloroacetic acid (300 ppb); 
Trihalomethanes: bromodichloromethane (0), bromoform 
(0), dibromochloromethane (60 ppb).

(12)	 Maximum levels greater than the MCL are allowable 
as long as the running annual average of all locations 
does not exceed the MCL. Some people who drink water 
containing trihalomethanes in excess of the MCL over 
many years may experience problems of the liver, kidneys 
or central nervous system, and may have an increased  
risk of cancer.

(13)	 Turbidity is regulated by a Treatment Technique (TT) 
requirement: 95% of all samples taken after filtration  
each month must be less than 0.3 NTU. Maximum  
turbidity cannot exceed 1.0 NTU.
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Treatment Technique
A ���‡ ���•�•�•��

��€��€•�•��•���• �������	�•�	�•‚����
�•€��­�€�€���€�•��€„�€
�•����…

Turbidity
A �­��
 ���•‚�•������	�����†�•�����
��•�
��
��€��€•����•���
•‚����������­�€��‚���	����
�•��‚•�­�€��…

Key terms
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	How hard is our water?
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	Do I need to use a water-treatment 
system or drink bottled water?
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	Should I be concerned about lead in my drinking water?
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	What about other potential water contaminants 
that still have no regulatory limits at the state  
or federal level?
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For more information
Las Vegas Valley Water District

Water Quality………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………258-3215

Public Information.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………258-3930

Customer Services.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………870-4194

Conservation (SNWA).………………………………………………………………………………………………………258-SAVE (7283)
en español:.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………258-AGUA (2482)

LVVWD website.……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………lvvwd.com

Environmental Protection Agency
Safe Drinking Water Hotline.………………………………………………………………………………………(800) 426-4791

website.……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………epa.gov/safewater

Nevada Division of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Safe Drinking Water.……………………………………………………………………………(775) 687-9520

website.……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………ndep.nv.gov/bsdw

Home Water-Treatment System Information
NSF International Consumer Hotline.………………………………………………(800) 673-8010

website.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………nsf.org

LVVWD Board of Directors
R •� �� R ��•†� President˜�ƒ��•��ƒ�
•	�„†� Vice President
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P ��������Ž 	�• �†�General Manager
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The Southern Nevada Water Authority:
Meeting the needs of the region’s water agencies
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Noticia en español
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Public notice of monitoring violation
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